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Accommodation & New Openings
Two stylish new timber lodges are now available for self-catering holidays and short-breaks on the award-winning Rosliston Forestry Centre complex in Derbyshire – a ‘gateway’ to The National Forest. The two new four-star lodges bring the total number of luxury lodges on the site to six, and comprise two boutique-style double (or twin) bedrooms, capable of accommodating four people.
A new visitor centre and museum has opened at Creswell Crags heritage site, in Worksop, Nottinghamshire – a cluster of preserved caves that provided shelter for Neanderthal people between 130,000 and 10,000 years ago. In 2003 some 13,000-year old cave art was discovered in one of the caves. Archaeological finds dating back between 10,000 and 50,000 years have also been discovered, including flint and bone tools and carvings.
The Radisson Blu Bristol is a new 176-bedroom Four-Star hotel opening on the Quayside in Bristol this summer. Room rates start at £35 per person bed and breakfast based on two people sharing a double or twin room.

HF Holidays and the National Trust have completed extensive restoration projects at Monk Coniston country house hotel in the Lake District, including roof repairs and exterior and interior renovations.

Calcot Manor Health and Leisure Limited – owner of the 35-bedroom Calcot Manor near Tetbury – has bought Barnsley House and The Village Pub outside Cirencester, Glos. 
City Inn Leeds is a new 333-bedroom hotel in the city centre making maximum use of natural daylight. All the bedrooms have floor-to-ceiling windows, iMac computers, free wi-fi and Sky TV.
The restored Marianne North Gallery at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, reopens on Sunday 11 October with a day-long community celebration comprising dance, food and special guided tours.

Grange St Paul’s, a new 433-room luxury hotel opening this summer near St Paul’s in London, features ‘female-friendly’ rooms. Designed for female corporate travellers, the rooms will include backlit make-up mirrors, hairdryers with extra long cords in the bathrooms, large bathroom shelving space, variable height showers and anti-mist bathroom mirrors. There will be CCTV coverage in all corridors and public areas. 

Merseyrail has launched a free summer bus service from Ellesmere Port Train Station to Cheshire Oaks Designer Outlet and the Blue Planet Aquarium
15 Sept: Opening of the new Darwin Centre at London’s Natural History Museum. Attractions at the centre include Cocoon, the Attenborough Studio and the Angela Marmont Centre for UK Biodiversity.

14 Nov: A major exhibition by David Hockney will open Nottingham’s new city centre gallery. The exhibition will be the first time in almost 40 years that Hockney’s early works – including the iconic painting A Bigger Splash – have been brought together. 
