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Exhibitions, Events & Attractions
A new exhibit celebrating the marine wildlife of South Devon has opened at Living Coasts and features a crawl-through tank. The Local Coasts exhibit, themed to represent the underside of a seaside pier, is home to seahorses, cuttlefish and starfish. Children will be able to crawl under the tank containing starfish and anemones and see them from below. The tank, which also has a dump-bucket to make waves, is thought to be the first of its kind in the country.
From 27 Aug: Undercover: Life in Churchill’s Bunker is a new exhibition at the Churchill Museum and Cabinet War Rooms in London showing what life was like during the Second World War for the people who worked with Churchill underground and in secret.
Until 30 Nov: Loss and Liberty, a new collection of ceramic artworks and poems produced by offenders at Wandsworth Prison, on display at Museum of London Docklands in its London Sugar & Slavery gallery. Inspired by the themes in the gallery, the display makes personal connections between the artists’ lives and the history of transatlantic enslavement.  

1 Sept-6 Dec: Land of Hidden Charm: Contemporary Paintings from Vietnam, Museum of East Asian Art, Bath, showcases some of modern Vietnam’s best talent from a substantial cross-section of work by artists with international reputations, many of whom have never been seen in the UK before. The exhibition runs alongside Fired Earth from China’s Golden Age: Ceramics of the Tang Dynasty.
12 Sept: Longplayer Live at The Roundhouse, north London, the first live performance of Longplayer, a 1,000-year-long musical composition conceived by Jem Finer and commissioned by Artangel, which began playing at midnight on 31 December 1999. Presently being played by a computer, the work will be performed by a 25-strong orchestral company on a purpose-built 20-metre wide instrument. Designed to last, this instrument is effectively a giant synthesizer built of bronze-age technology, with highly resonant bells for tone generators and humans for power. 
12-13 Sept: Historic Beaulieu in Hampshire is host to Europe’s largest autojumble, covering 30 acres of parkland with hundreds of stands containing motoring parts, accessories, automobilia, literature, tools and clothing, covering all motoring eras.
13 Sept: The 2009 Clipper Round the World Yacht Race will start and end on the Humber River in Hull. Ten crews from around the world will set off on 13 September at 14.00 British Summer Time on the world’s only global yacht race for non-professional sailors.

13-19 Sept: Opening with A Fête Worse Than Death on Torquay’s seafront, this year’s Agatha Christie Festival features more than 40 events, including plays, open-air cinema screenings, tea-dances, flower festivals, walks, talks, lectures, book signings, classic car treasure hunts and murder mystery balls.
16-20 Sept: TV chef James Martin will launch Nottingham City’s first ever food and drink festival featuring a free-to-enter chefs’ theatre, a local farmers’ market and more celebrity chefs. 
18-27 September: The annual Jane Austen Festival will this year include a real-life Regency wedding and a Guinness World Record attempt. The Grand Regency Promenade – a spectacular costumed walk through the centre of Bath – which takes place on 19 September, will attempt to break the Guinness World Record for the largest gathering of people dressed in Regency costumes. On the same day a couple will be tying the knot at their dream Regency Wedding. All guests will be required to dress in Regency costume.

29 Sept-13 Dec: The Sainsbury Centre for the Visual Arts, Norwich, is staging The East Anglians, an exhibition of photographs revealing the roles played by tradition and landscape in the shaping of culture and identity. Over the past eight years, Norfolk-born Justin Partyka has been photographing the agrarian community of East Anglia. His work shows the close relationship the people have with the land, and tells the story of a rural world which faces great challenges as it enters the 21st Century.
8-13 Oct: During the inaugural London Restaurant Festival, legendary chef Pierre Koffmann will be back behind the stove in a ‘pop-up’ restaurant on the roof of London’s Selfridges department store.

10 Oct-17 Jan: Maharaja: the Splendour of India’s Royal Courts at London’s V&A explores the extraordinary culture of princely India from the early 18th century to the end of British rule in 1947, showcasing rich and varied objects that reflect different aspects of royal life. The exhibits will include both Indian and Western works, featuring paintings, photography, textiles and dress, jewellery, jewelled objects, metalwork and furniture. 
14-29 Oct: The world premiere of the animated film adaptation of Roald Dahl’s Fantastic Mr Fox, starring George Clooney, Meryl Streep and Bill Murray, will open the London Film Festival.
14 Oct-24 Jan 2010: In Damien Hirst: The Blue Paintings, the controversial artist known for suspending dead animals in formaldehyde, has produced a series of new oil paintings which will be on show at The Wallace Collection, London.
Diary

Garden and Cosmos: The Royal Paintings of Jodhpur at the British Museum has been extended until 11 October
Until 25 Oct: The Art of Guinness, Museum of Brands, Packaging & Advertising, Notting Hill, London 

3-6 Sept: Great North Steam Fair, Beamish, Co Durham
5-6 Sept: The Duxford Air Show, Cambridgeshire

5-13 Sept: Kielder Walking Festival, Northumberland 

10-20 Sept: Continental Airlines Tower Festival, Tower of London
11-13 Sept: Freedom, live arts and music festival, Hull 

12 Sept: Truro City Carnival, Cornwall

12-13 Sept: Berwick Food Festival 

12 Sept-11 Oct: Sacred and Secular Sculptures by Peter Eugene Ball, Salisbury Cathedral
14 Sept-4 Oct: Goat and Monkey’s A Little Neck, a play recounting the downfall of Anne Boleyn, Hampton Court Palace

17-20 Sept: Agricultural Show, Beamish Museum, Co Durham 

19-20 Sept: Annual Steam Gala, Locomotion, the National Railway Museum, Shildon, Co Durham; Weardale Railway’s War on the Line, Co Durham
19 Sept-4 Oct: British Food Fortnight, nationwide 

20 Sept: Antiques Fair at The Rheged Centre, Cumbria 

25 Sept-3 Oct: Distant Voices! The Hexham Abbey Festival, Northumberland

25 Sept-4 Oct: Havant Literary Festival, Hampshire

25-27 Sept: London Art Book Fair, Whitechapel Gallery

26 Sept-4 Oct: Ullswater Outdoor Festival, the Lake District; Aldeburgh Food and Drink Festival, Snape Maltings, East Suffolk

26 Sept-11 Dec: Anish Kapoor, a major solo exhibition of the 1991 Turner prizewinner, Royal Academy, London
27 Sept: ShowBus, the world’s biggest bus rally, Imperial War Museum Duxford; inaugural Hever Castle Triathlon, Hever Castle & Gardens, Kent

1-12 Oct: Manchester Food & Drink Festival
3-4 Oct: East Midlands Food and Drink Festival, Brooksby Hall, near Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire 

11 Oct: Annual Transport Show, Castle Point Transport Museum Society, Canvey Island, Essex

13 Oct-13 Dec: British Ceramics Biennial, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire 

17 Oct: Fleet Air Arm Autumn Model Show, Yeovil, Somerset 

17-31 Oct: Canterbury Festival, venues throughout Canterbury and the surrounding area in Kent
5 Nov: The 2009 BT Visit London Awards ceremony, Westfield, London

