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Looking Ahead

A sparkling new gallery in Teesdale featuring a display of the Bowes Museum’s silver and metalware collections, many of which have not been on public view for decades, will include a multi-media interactive about the Silver Swan where visitors can investigate its history and the amazing 230-year-old mechanism.

15 Oct 2009-31 March 2010: Suburbia, a major exhibition at the London Transport Museum, looks at how public transport helped to create the myths and identity of British suburbia, and celebrates suburban lifestyle, architecture, design and popular culture 
London 2010: Festival of Stamps is a year-long programme to mark the centenary of the accession of George V – the philatelist king. The festival will celebrate stamps, stamp design and postal heritage and include a wide range of exhibitions, events and activities for all ages.

6 Jan 2010: The Wyndham Grand Hotel in London Chelsea Harbour will be reopening with a brand new lobby, reception, restaurant, bar, Spa and ballroom with a capacity for up to 600 people. Guests can also enjoy a new penthouse floor with two event spaces, an executive boardroom, an executive lounge and four penthouse suites.

24-28 Feb 2010: Cinderella on Ice, a new interpretation of the classic tale, will run for eight performances at London’s Royal Albert Hall.
24 Feb-23 May 2010: Painting History: Delaroche and Lady Jane Grey at the National Gallery, London will feature preparatory drawings and sketches for the monumental Execution of Lady Jane Grey, Delaroche’s most famous painting, tracing the slow and careful gestation of the painting, and placing it in the wider context of history painting of the time. 

Feb 2010 (exact dates TBC): The annual Northumberland Lights Festival, along with Hadrian's Wall Heritage Ltd and other Cumbrian partners, is set to celebrate the landscape along Hadrian’s Wall with a series of lighting experiences and shows. The climax will be the temporary lighting of the entire route of Hadrian’s Wall from Wallsend to Bowness on Solway (73 miles). There will be associated community events, highlighting buildings or iconic locations along the Wall. 
Mar 2010: The UK’s first Legoland Discovery Centre – an indoor attraction based on the Lego brick – is to be opened by Merlin Entertainments in the Trafford Centre in Manchester. The centre will feature a Miniland with key landmarks from Manchester and the north-west of England including Salford Quays, Blackpool Tower and the Lake District. There will also be a 4D cinema and a Model Builder’s Workshop.

May 2010: Durham is reviving its lost tradition of biblical mystery plays with a performance of ten new stories from ideas submitted by more than 80 local artists and writers
Mar: 2010 (exact dates TBC): Spanning three cities NewcastleGateshead, Sunderland and Middlesbrough – the AV Festival is an international biennial festival of electronic arts, featuring visual art, music and moving image in a programme of over 100 events, festival, concerts, performances and workshops.  

Spring 2010:  Spectacular new galleries at the Museum of London will be opening, with more than 4,000 objects on display, more gallery space and online access to the Museum’s collections. The new galleries will tell the story of modern London from 1666 to 2012, provide access to more objects from the Museum’s collection and include a new glass-fronted gallery at street level on London Wall.

Oct 2010: The new 200-room Jurys Inn Quayside hotel will be located on the Baltic Riverside, South Shore Road, Gateshead, representing part of a £90m four-hotel investment. 

FYI
Pitchup.com, a new campsite and holiday park search website, lists more than 5,000 UK and Ireland campsites and holiday parks including hundreds of hard-to-find sites. The website has an easy-to-use search facility and contains information on accommodation near nine National Parks, hundreds of beaches, 17 World Heritage Sites, and the main UK festivals.

Real information on the move is a downloadable mobile phone version of the tourism website realyorkshire.co.uk. The guide also includes a list of the top five destinations to visit that will be updated with the seasons. Visitors text REAL to 60505.
The Landmark Trust has added a new booking facility to its website, allowing visitors to search over 180 historic buildings and book online.

The Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens (FCFCG) has published a new London City Farms and Community Gardens map showing where community-managed farms and gardens can be found in London.

Nearly 150 walks are available to download from The National Trust website.
Walking Weekends: Lake District, Inn Way, £9.95

Norwich Trails, Norwich Heart, free downloads

The 50 Best Beaches, The Independent, online

The London Blue Plaque Guide: Third Edition, The History Press, £9.99

The National Forest Food Guide, free download

